INTRODUCTION

Our school (HS Furth, Bez. Krems) has been involved in the school trial `English Across the Curriculum’ (EAC)  for several years, using native speakers. We (M.Ertl, J.Scholz) thought we could share some of our ideas and experiences. We are convinced that EAC has a value for pupils in the middle school, regardless of their ablility. Learning a language in relationship with other subjects is of greater value than just learning it `clinically’. 

The success in the classroom depends a great deal on the working relationship between the native speaker and the subject teacher, the native speaker’s understanding of the subject and the pupil’s ability and motiivation.

We found that the subjects history and geography had more scope to use a wide English vocabulary in the 3rd and 4th classes while at the same time for the 1st and 2nd classes a more limited vocabulary could be used.  Biology seems suitable for the 1st and 2nd classes but  the language in some topics  becomes too specialized in the 3rd and 4th classes to make explanations easy.  

It has been difficult to evaluate the success of the trial as there have not been any goals or guidelines, nor is there the usual evaluation through tests. Nevertheless, the participation of  pupils in the classroom gives us the indication that EAC is worthwhile supporting, especially where the working relationship between teacher/native speaker, the native speaker’s working knowledge of the subject  and the pupils motivation are positive.

EXAMPLE OF A LESSON PLAN for a 1st year

Subject: Geography 

Topic: Map Reading

This lesson was used as a revision.

1) It was checked orally if the pupils knew the vocab and also the topic was revised orally by the NS (native speaker) with the support of the ST (subject teacher).

2) Worksheet was handed out, the NS explained the task i.e. to fill in the blanks. 

3) The pupils then had time to fill the sheet out on their own. If anyone had difficulty  then the NS or another pupil helped.

4) The worksheet is then gone over together.

______________

MAP READING

In a map we can find rivers, mountains, cities, etc. if we know how to read it.

Each map has certain symbols. The legend or key ( explains what the symbols mean.

Find out what these symbols mean:

(
(
_________


(
_________


(
_________


(
_________

Now, work with your atlas!

1)
Find the symbol for capital cities!


_______________

2)
What is the symbol for an international boundary?_______________

3)
What is the symbol for a church?


_______________

4)
What is the symbol for a mountain?

_______________

5)
What colour is used for a)rivers?


_______________

b)mountains?


_______________

(this list can be continued)

Answers: parking, information, telephone, church; answers for questions 1)-4)depends on your map/atlas; blue, brown
EXAMPLE OF A WORKSHEET for two classes of varying ability, 2nd year:

Subject: Geography

Topic: Vienna – Sights

There are two second year classes of varying ability.  The worksheet was simplified for the class of lower ability.  Worksheets of varying levels of difficulty can also be distributed within a single class.  When this is done more time is required for explanation and more individual assistance.  In a team – teaching situation this should be clarified before the lesson.

_________________

Worksheet for class of lesser ability
WHAT EVERY VISITOR TO VIENNA SHOULD SEE

1)
Belvedere Palace   is a world famous Baroque b........   .  It is now the home of art galleries.

2)
Heldenplatz  and the Palace Gates   were earlier a part of the city w...  which protected the Imperial P.....   .

3)
The Imperial Palace   was the home of the H......   emperors.  Today the Austrian p........ has his office here.

5) The Museum of Fine Arts and the Museum of Natural History are in the 1st District.

6) Schönbrun Palace was the summer home of the H......   .  There are 1441 r.... in the palace.

7)
St. Stephen’s Cathedral   is the symbol of Vienna.  In the North Tower is the Austria’s l......  bell (Pummerin).

Answers:  building,  walls,  Palace,  Habsburger,  president,  long,  wide,.. Habsburgers,  rooms,  largest.

This next worksheet is for a second class with more ability:

WHAT EVERY VISITOR TO VIENNA SHOULD SEE

1) Belvedere Palace   is a world famous Baroque  b…….  .  It is now the home of art galleries.  This palace was built for Prince Eugene in the 17th …….  .
2) Heldenplatz and the Palace Gates  were earlier a part of the city w… which protected the Imperial P…..  .  Standing on Heldenplatz  with your back to the Imperial Palace, you have a panoramic view from left to right of the Museum of Fine Arts and of Natural History, Parliament, the City Hall, the National Theatre and the Chancellor’s office.
3) The Imperial Palace   was the home of the H………. emperors until 1918. It was originally a medieval castle of which only the chapel remains. Today the Austrian p…….. has his office here.  The Vienna Boys’ Choir …. mass in the chapel here on S…… . The hall in which the Lipizzan h….. of the Spanish Riding School perform is also here.
4) The Museum of Fine Arts and the Museum of Natural History  are in the 1st District.

5) The Ring Boulevard is  4 km  …. and 57 m ….  .

6) Schönbrunn Palace  is in the 13th …….. it was the summer home of the H………..  .  There are 1441 r…. in the palace. Around 45 rooms are open to the public.

7) St. Stephens Cathedral  is the symbol of Vienna. The oldest part of St. Stephens was built in the 12th ……. .  In the last days of World War II it was bombed and caught on fire.  It was repaired and reopened in 1948.  In the North Tower is Austria’s l…… bell, The ‘Boomer Bell’ (Pummerin). This bell is only rung on special occasions eg. midnight on N.. Y…. Eve.

Answers:  building,  century.  wall,  Palace,  Habsburger,  president,  sings,  Sundays,  horses,  long,  wide,  district,  Habsburgers,  rooms  century,  largest,  New Years.

EXAMPLE OF A LESSONPLAN for the 2nd year

Subject: Geography

Topic: Comparing the differences between living in a city and a village

The pupils were asked questions to encourage them to think of the the differences between Vienna and Furth, e.g. Where would you prefer to live and why?  Questions were asked in a way in which the pupils could relate to then own situation  (shouldn’t be abstract).

The blackboard was divided into two columns one with the heading CITY and one with VILLAGE.  When a pupil knows a difference he comes up to the board and writes it with the help of the teacher.

When there are enough words on the board the NS gives sub-headings in which the words can be grouped  e.g.   Culture.

The words that would fit under this heading can then be linked with colored chalk.

______________________

An example list:

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LIVING IN A CITY AND A VILLAGE

	CITY


	VILLAGE



	Culture: museums, theaters, cinemas, concert halls


	smaller events in a hall



	Public Transport: trams, under- ground, buses,(freqient) taxis
	buses, trains (infrequent), taxis

	Shopping: big shopping centers, malls, big supermarkets, boutiques
	grocery stores

	Education: private schools, universities, teachers colleges
	primary school, kindergarden, secondary school

	Housing: rented apartments;few houses with gardens - expensive
	family homes with gardens - less expensive


EXAMPLE OF A WORKSHEET for the 1st to 3rd year

Subject: Geography

Topic: Austria - landscape

AUSTRIA

In the  …..  and south of Austria are mostly  ………… .

In the  …..  and north it is mostly flat or with gently rolling hills.

Austria is landlocked (von Land  ……………….. ) .

It has easily traversable Alpine passes and valleys and is an important crossroads in central  …… .

The major  …..  is the Danube.

Most of the population is concentrated on the eastern lowlands because of steep slopes, poor soils and low temperatures elsewhere.

Answers: west, mountains, east, angeschlossen, Europe, river

EXAMPLE OF A WORKSHEET for the 3rd year

Subject: Geography

Topic: Glaciers

Internet referance: www.uvm.edu/whale//GlaciersWhatAre.html

Lesson plan with links: www.pbs.org/Ktca/newtons/15/glaciers.html
First of all the subject matter was explained using the black board. Then the worksheet was handed out and filled in together.

_________________________

GLACIERS

Question:  Where is most of the freshwater on Earth found in

a) rivers

b) lakes

              or  in  c)  glacial ice ?

Answer:     ………………………………………………….

WHAT ARE GLACIERS?

A glacier is a large mass of   …   that flows like a  …..  downhill. Glaciers are ‘born’ in    ….   places where the   ….fall is much more than what can melt in the ……  .

The snow at the bottom gets pushed together by the  ……  of the new snow,  causing it to turn into  …….   …   .

When the ice is 20 to 50 metres deep there is enough pressure from above to cause the ice to slowly ‘creep’ or flow  ……..  .   As long as new  ….  is added at the top, a  ……..  will continue to move  ……..  .

As the glacier moves   ……..   it scours and grinds up the land surface.   It picks up rocks and soil trapping it in the  …  .  When the glacier melts it leaves this behind as sand and gravel.  We  call this moraine (  ……  ).

Answers: glacial ice, ice, river, high, snowfall, summer, weight,glacial ice, downhill, snow, glacier, downhill, downhill, ice, Moräne. 

EXAMPLE OF A WORKSHEET for the 4th year

Subject: History

Topic: Anti-Semitism Through the Ages

The pupils were asked questions about Jewish people for example history, traditions, etc., and the topic was gone through orally. The pupils were encouraged to answer in English and in full sentences. The worksheet was gone through together and the textbook was also used to find answers. Sentences were written on the board and copied.

__________________________

ANTI-SEMITISM THROUGH THE AGES

Fill in the gaps!

1) :A minority (……….) is a s…. group within a community or c…….  that is different because of  r…,  r…….,  language etc.

2) For what reasons have Jews been considered outsiders and been persecuted?

……………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………

3) When did Jews first have to wear clothes that distinquished them from non-Jews?

……………

4) Give two examples where more tolerance was shown to the Jewish people in the 18th century.

……………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………

5) What was anti-Semitism based on before the end of the 19th century and what was it based on after?

……………………………………………………………………………

The pupils were encouraged to formulate answers in sentences.

Answers:

1)
Minderheit, small, country, race, religion

2)
They kept their own customs and traditions.

They were accused of being Jesus’ murderer.

They were good at business i.e. money lenders
(.jealousy

3)
Laterankonzil in1215

4)
Kaiser Josef II with the Grant of Tolerance
(Jews could practice their religion, could learn a trade.  In France in1791 the Jews were given the full rights of a citizen.

5)
Intolerance or anti-Semetism before the end of the 19th century was based on religion, social or economic reasons, after this time it was based on race, they were considered an inferior race.

 AN EXAMPLE OF A WORKSHEET for the 4th year

Subject: History

Topic: Hitler’s Rise To Power

This worksheet was used as a revision. At first, the subject matter was discussed.

________________________

HITLER’S RISE TO POWER

1) What are 3 things that Hitler promised the people?

a) ………………………………………………….

b) ………………………………………………….

c) …………………………………………………..

2) What did Hitler believe about the German race?

         ……………………………………………………………

3) When did Hitler become chancellor and what did he then persuade the Reichstag to do?

  ……………………………………………………………………………………….

  ………………………………………………………………………………………..

4) When in power what steps did Hitler take to create a dictatorship?

a) ……………………………………………………………………

b) …………………………………………………………………….

c) …………………………………………………………………….

d) …………………………………………………………………….

e) …………………………………………………………………….

5) What was the name of Hitler’s secret police?

        ……………………………………………..

6) How did the Nazis make life impossible for the Jews?

a) …………………………………………………………………….

b) ……………………………………………………………………..

c) ……………………………………………………………………..

d) ……………………………………………………………………..

e) ……………………………………………………………………..

f) ……………………………………………………………………..

	Answers:

1) (a)
strong leadership

(b)
jobs

(c)
the end of poverty

2) That they were a superior race.

3) He became chancellor in 1933 and persuaded the Reichstag to give him control of the country

4) (a)he banned all other political parties

(b)took control of all newspapers and radios

(c)forced schools and universities to teach Nazi ideas

(d)children had to join Nazi youth groupsl

(e)anyone who disagreed with the Nazis was arrested

5) the Gestapo

6) (a)Jews weren’t allowed to marry Germans.

	(b)Jews weren’t allowed to own land.

(c)Jews weren’t allowed to do certain jobs.

(d)Jews weren’t allowed to go out at night.

(e)Nazi thugs attacked Jewish shops and burned synagogues.




EXAMPLE OF A LESSONPLAN for the 4th year

Subject: History

Topic: The entry of the Allies into WWII

This worksheet was used as a revision. The sheet originally contained a caricature drawn in 1938 and a summary of the major events in Hitler’s life. These were looked  at and discussed. Before the sheet was handed out the names of the main countries involved were written on the board; The relationships between them were explained, and the run-up to the entry of Britain into WWII. Then the sheet was completed together .

___________________

HITLER’S WAR

Why did the Second World War break out?

In March 1939 Germany in….. what was left of Czechoslovakia.  B…… and F….. took no action.  Hitler then turned to P…..  .  Hitler said that the …. of Danzig must be returned to G…… and Germany must have access to Danzig through Polish territory.  The Treaty of V……… had taken Danzig from Germany and put it under the League of Nations control.

The fall of Czechoslovakia, however, had convinced the B……. and the F…… that appeasement had failed.  C………. said when he heard the news about Czechoslovakia, “After this I cannot trust the Nazi leaders again”.  On 31 March the British government stated that B…… would stand by Poland in case of …  .

On 23 August 1939 the N…-S….. Non-Aggression Pact was signed.  This was part of Hitler’s plan for the conquest of ……  .  He thought that without Soviet support Britain and France would not feel …… enough to risk a … with Germany.  The pact led Hitler to make an enormous mistake.  He did not realise by this stage ……. and …… were prepared for …  .

The g………. of Britain and France were not as frightened by the German-Soviet Pact as Hitler had hoped.  They did not think much of the S….. army.   I…. and J…. were annoyed by the news of the pact and they refused to help Hitler.  The loss of Italy and Japan was good news for leaders in Britain and France. The British government also received support from their dominions Canada, Australia and New Zealand who had also abandoned appeasement.

On 1 September 1939 Hitler ……. Poland.  To his surprise Britain and France responded by declaring war on 3 September 1939.  The Second World War had begun.

Answers: invaded, Britain, France, Poland, city, Germany;Versailles, British, French, Chaimberlain; Brritain, war, Nazi, Stalin, Poland, strong, war, Britain, France, war, government, Soviet, Italy, Japan, invaded

Useful books for reference/worksheets

*Mary Glasgow Magazines, Scholastic Inc.

TIMESAVER: Festivals and Special Days in Britain; 

Holidays and Special Days in the USA;

Cross Curricular English;

Vocabulary Activities

*The Usborne Internet-linked Encyclopedia of world History, Usborne Publishings Ltd. 2000.

*The Usborne Internet-linked Science Encyclopedia, 


Usborne Publishings Ltd. 2000

